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delay this funding and work to ensure 
that we contain the damage the virus 
could cause if left unchecked. Timing 
is of the essence and emergency fund-
ing needs to be appropriated imme-
diately to mitigate any potentially de-
structive effects. 

This is why I sent a bipartisan letter, 
along with 61 of my colleagues, urging 
Speaker RYAN to bring to the floor leg-
islation that would appropriate emer-
gency funding to help fight the Zika 
virus. 

This is not a Democratic issue. This 
is not a Republican issue. It is a public 
health and health security issue. The 
cost of not acting is just too high. 
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SHENANDOAH AREA COUNCIL BOY 
SCOUTS OF AMERICA’S 2016 DIS-
TINGUISHED CITIZEN OF THE 
YEAR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
West Virginia (Mr. MOONEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in recognition of 
an outstanding member of my commu-
nity in the Eastern Panhandle of West 
Virginia’s Second Congressional Dis-
trict, Ed Wilson. 

This afternoon in Martinsburg, Ed 
Wilson is being named the Shenandoah 
Area Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America’s 2016 Distinguished Citizen of 
the Year. This award is given to excep-
tional members of the community who 
have ‘‘noteworthy and extraordinary 
leadership.’’ 

Past honorees include Senators Rob-
ert Byrd, Jay Rockefeller, SHELLEY 
MOORE CAPITO, and JOE MANCHIN, as 
well as Brigadier General V. Wayne 
Lloyd, the former head of the 167th 
Airlift Wing in Martinsburg. 

My friend, Ed Wilson, also truly per-
sonifies all that this award embodies. 
Born in Woodbridge, New Jersey, Ed’s 
journey of faith and service included a 
very early milestone. 

At the age of 10, he joined the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society. This Catholic 
charitable organization, whose local 
chapter was founded by his wife, Midge, 
offers not a handout, but a hand up. 
This same ethic lies behind the mission 
of the Boy Scouts, who Ed has worked 
with for so many years. 

Ed served in the Navy for 3 years be-
fore earning a position with the intel-
ligence community as a linguist and 
analyst. Ed worked for the CIA for 31 
years, 24 of which were overseas. He 
was stationed around the globe, in Eu-
rope, the Middle East, Central Amer-
ica, and Asia. 

Finally, in 1977, Ed and his wife, 
Midge, moved to Falling Waters, in 
Berkeley County, West Virginia, where 
they have been committed to serving 
our community and its needs ever 
since. 

Ed’s work for our community has 
been called legendary by some, and I 
couldn’t agree more. He has served 
with 16 agencies, charitable organiza-

tions, and community projects, includ-
ing Big Brothers and Big Sisters of the 
Eastern Panhandle, Catholic Charities, 
March of Dimes, Martinsburg-Berkeley 
County Chamber of Commerce, Moun-
tain State Apple Harvest Festival, and 
the United Way of the Eastern Pan-
handle. 

Ed likes to say that life is too impor-
tant to be taken seriously. I do agree, 
but I must add this. One of the serious 
reasons why the Boy Scouts honors Ed 
is the importance of his lifetime of 
service. 

Ed provides an important role model 
for young men about the importance of 
commitment, virtue, culture, and just 
basic decency. With that in mind, I not 
only congratulate, but also thank my 
friend, Ed Wilson, for all he has done 
for our country and community. 

WE NEED AN ALL-OF-THE-ABOVE ENERGY 
POLICY. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to comment 
on a recent statement made by the 
leading Democrat candidate for Presi-
dent and former Secretary of State, 
Hillary Clinton, who just on Sunday 
night on CNN was asked about her poli-
cies. 

She said, ‘‘I am the only candidate 
which has a policy about bringing eco-
nomic opportunity, using clean, renew-
able energy as the key into coal coun-
try because we are going to put a lot of 
coal miners and coal companies out of 
business.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, we need a President 
who has an all-of-the-above energy pol-
icy, not one who so blatantly discrimi-
nates against coal. This attack and war 
on coal that Hillary Clinton plans to 
continue, just like our current Presi-
dent, has devastated our State. We are 
in a recession in West Virginia. We 
need a President who will fight for our 
coal miners, promote the all-of-the- 
above energy policy, and utilize our 
country’s natural resources, including 
coal. 

This is important to West Virginia 
and everyone in the country, so I call 
upon all of us to look at the impor-
tance of this upcoming discussion on 
this issue. 
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PENN STATE STUDENTS COM-
MITTED TO ADDRESSING THE 
NATIONAL DEBT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to laud the 
efforts of a student organization at 
Penn State University, located in the 
Pennsylvania Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict. 

These students are participating, Mr. 
Speaker, in a nationwide competition 
called Up to Us. The goal is raising 
awareness of the national debt and the 
impact it will have on the leaders of to-
morrow and generations to come, espe-
cially in terms of their future eco-
nomic opportunities. The winning team 

will be recognized later this year and 
will receive $10,000. 

The national debt isn’t something 
you often hear much about from men 
and women in their late teens and 
early twenties, which is why I was so 
impressed by this. 

These are signatures of more than 
1,500 students seeking to raise aware-
ness among the men and women who 
represent them in such places as the 
United States House of Representatives 
and the Senate. 

I was happy to share some of the 
work we have done over the past few 
years in lowering the debt and pledge 
to continue that effort. 

Spending has been reduced to his-
toric levels under the Republican-led 
Congress. These fiscally responsible re-
ductions are greater than those 
achieved under President Reagan and 
greater than those under former 
Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich. 

This has been a challenge, given that 
before Republicans took charge of the 
House, total spending to gross domes-
tic production had skyrocketed from 21 
to 24 percent. Discretionary spending 
alone went from 7 percent to 10 per-
cent. We were drowning in debt. 

One of the first measures in restoring 
financial common sense advanced by 
Republicans was the Budget Control 
Act that decreased government spend-
ing by more than $2 trillion over 10 
years. By flexing the power of the 
purse, the Republican-led House re-
duced spending from 9.1 to 6.5 percent 
of gross domestic product. 

The second significant and successful 
debt reduction measure came in the 
form of the Ryan-Murray deal. This ex-
tended the Budget Control Act savings 
an additional 2 years. 

Newly hired Federal employees are 
now required to contribute more to 
pension plans, and taxpayers con-
tribute less. The spending reductions 
that were impacting mandatory spend-
ing for the first time resulted in faster 
and greater debt reduction. 

The very first meaningful entitle-
ment reform that provided even great-
er debt reduction came from the Re-
publican-led Medicare reform legisla-
tion that has been enacted, known as 
the doc fix. 

Now, while this legislation provided a 
permanent patch of the Medicare out-
patient payment system, securing ac-
cess to care, health care for America’s 
older adults, the reforms are estimated 
to save $2.9 trillion over 10 years in 
Medicare’s unfunded liabilities. This 
leadership reduced the debt and sup-
ported the Medicare program’s sustain-
ability. 

While the Republican-led Congress 
has taken action on debt reduction, 
much work remains. Raising awareness 
of the threats that debt creates for fis-
cal health, individual opportunity, up-
ward mobility, and national security is 
a critical step. 

I want to say thank you to the stu-
dents at Penn State University who are 
involved in leading the Up to Us 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:09 Mar 16, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K15MR7.007 H15MRPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-24T15:26:10-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




